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Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
Ukrainian Catholic Parish 

Yкраїнська Католицъка Парафія Воздвиження Чесного Хреста

Sundays:  
• 9:30 am     Rosary 
• 10 am        Divine Liturgy  

Wednesdays: 
• 9 am	         Divine Liturgy 

Most Major Feasts*: 
• 10 am       Divine Liturgy 

(* It’s always best to check the calendar 
in this bulletin for upcoming special 
events & feasts.) 

Pastor:  Fr. Bo Nahachewsky 
       780-340-3726 (call or text) 

       fr.nahachewsky@eeparchy.com 

Deacon François Provençal 
         fprovence23@outlook.com 

SubDeacon John Lukey 

Church Website: 

EHCUCP.CA 

Facebook:    facebook.com/ehcucp 

Church Email:	 office@ehcucp.ca 

Pastoral 
Emergencies:	 780-340-3726 
Church:   	 780-478-5260 
Hall:	 	 780-478-4275 
Fax:	 	 780-476-6485 
Eparchy:	 780-424-5496 

Church Address: 
9003 - 153 Avenue NW 

Edmonton, AB 

Church Mailing Address: 
Londonderry P.O. Box 70029 

Edmonton, AB    T5C 3R6 

More info on the next page.

Sunday, December 31, 2023 
Sunday after the Nativity of Christ; Commemoration of the Holy and 
Righteous Joseph the Betrothed, David the King, and James, Brother 

of the Lord. Tone 6; Our Venerable Mother Melania the Roman

Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 
Христос Раждається! Славіте Його!

Yes, there will be coffee after Liturgy today.

On New Year’s Day we 
celebrate “The 

Circumcision of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ” 

(and St. Basil too  
which is described on page 4) 

On the eighth day after His Nativity, our 
Lord Jesus Christ was circumcised in 
accordance with the Old Testament Law. All 
male infants underwent circumcision as a sign of God’s Covenant with the holy 
Forefather Abraham and his descendants [Genesis 17:10-14, Leviticus 12:3].

After this ritual, the Divine Infant was given the name Jesus, as the Archangel 
Gabriel declared on the day of the Annunciation to the Most Holy Theotokos 
[Luke 1:31-33, 2:21]. The Fathers of the Church explain that the Lord, the 
Creator of the Law, underwent circumcision in order to give people an example 
of how faithfully the divine ordinances ought to be fulfilled. The Lord was 
circumcised so that later no one would doubt that He had truly assumed 
human flesh, and that His Incarnation was not merely an illusion, as certain 
heretics had taught.


This week we also celebrate the major feast of  
The Theophany of our Lord. 
It is celebrated on Saturday the 6th, with the 
celebration starting on it’s eve (Friday the 5th).

Complines with Liturgy will be served on Friday 
at 7 pm, followed by the Great Blessing of 
Water. There will also be another service on 
Saturday at 10 am.

This is an “obligatory feast.”  Read about it on 
the following page.

Continued on the next page

mailto:fr.nahachewsky@eeparchy.com
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/103638
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/102909
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/100886
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/100886
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/100884
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Hall Rentals:  
call Lisa at: 	 780-222-9155 
or email:	 hallrental@ehcucp 

Perohy Off Sales:   780-478-4275 

Membership: 
email:	         membership@ehcucp 

Reminder: To receive member rates for 
funerals/memorials the deceased person must 
have been a fully paid up member of Holy 
Cross Parish for the past 22 consecutive 
months. Deceased children of fully paid up 
members are also entitled to member rates 
however child must be under the age of 18. 

Funeral Dinners: 
Call Cheryl:	 780-456-2828 

Parish Pastoral Council: 

Parish Priest – Fr. Bo Nahachewsky 

Deacon - Dcn. François Provençal 

President – Mark Helmak 

Past President – Peter Fedorak 

1st Vice-President – Mark Ramsankar 

2nd Vice-President – John Lukey 

Secretary – Gwen Uchach 

Treasurer – Peter Fedorak 

Archivist – Diana Horyn 

Cultural – Mariyka Bodnar 

Fundraising – Edd Horyn 

Hall Rental – Lisa Borosuik & Gladys Woitas 

Ladies’ Club – Heather Gauthier 

Knights of Columbus – Darrell Uchach 

Men’s Club President – Marc Chiasson 

Youth Coordinator – Emmette Lysak  

Maintenance – Larry Waye 

Membership – J’lyn Ramsankar 

Social – Vacant 

Spiritual – Elizabeth Podloski 

Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist: 
• Contact Fr. Bo, at least a month in 

advance if possible 

Weddings: 
• Contact Fr. Bo, at least a year in advance 

if possible 

Funerals: 
• Contact Fr. Bo, as soon as you are able. 

Confessions: 
• Sundays from 9 till 9:30 with Fr. Bo 
• Sundays with Fr. Myron: See Calendar 
• or anytime, just call Fr. Bo to arrange it.

Theophany 
by Fr Thomas Hopko 

The sixth of January is the feast of the Epiphany. Originally it was the 
one Christian feast of the “shining forth” of God to the world in the 
human form of Jesus of Nazareth. It included the celebration of Christ’s 
birth, the adoration of the Wisemen, and all of the childhood events of 
Christ such as His circumcision and presentation to the temple as well 
as His baptism by John in the Jordan. There seems to be little doubt that 
this feast, like Easter and Pentecost, was understood as the fulfillment of 
a previous Jewish festival, in this case the Feast of Lights.

Epiphany means shining forth or manifestation. The feast is often called, 
as it is in the service books, Theophany, which means the shining forth 
and manifestation of God. The emphasis in the present day celebration 
is on the appearance of Jesus as the human Messiah of Israel and the 
divine Son of God, One of the Holy Trinity with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit.

Thus, in the baptism by John in the Jordan, Jesus identifies Himself with 
sinners as the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 
1.29), the “Beloved” of the Father whose messianic task it is to redeem 
men from their sins (Lk 3.21, Mk 1.35). And he is revealed as well as One 
of the Divine Trinity, testified to by the voice of the Father, and by the 
Spirit in the form of a dove. This is the central epiphany glorified in the 
main hymns of the feast:

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan the worship of the 
Trinity was made manifest! For the voice of the Father bare witness to 
Thee, calling Thee his Beloved Son. And the Spirit, in the form of a dove, 
confirmed the truthfulness of his Word. O Christ our God, who hast 
revealed Thyself and hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee 
(Troparion).

Today Thou hast appeared to the universe, and Thy Light, O Lord, has 
shone on us, who with understanding praise Thee: Thou hast come and 
revealed Thyself, O Light Unapproachable! (Kontakion).

The services of Theophany are set up exactly as those of Christmas, 
although historically it was most certainly Christmas which was made to 
imitate Epiphany since it was established later. Once again the Royal 
Hours and the Liturgy of Saint Basil are celebrated together with Vespers 
on the eve of the feast; and the Vigil is made up of Great Compline and 
Matins.


Circumcision of the Lord continued

In the New Testament, the ritual of circumcision gave way to the Mystery 
of Baptism, which it prefigured [Colossians 2:11-12]. Accounts of the 
Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord continue in the Eastern Church 
right up from the fourth century. The Canon of the Feast was written by 
Saint Stephen of the Saint Savva Monastery.

In addition to circumcision, which the Lord accepted as a sign of God’s 
Covenant with mankind, He also received the Name Jesus [Savior] on the 
eighth day after His Nativity as an indication of His service, the work of 
the salvation of the world [Matthew 1:21; Mark 9:38-39, 16:17; Luke 
10:17; Acts 3:6, 16; Philippians 2:9-10]. These two events -- the Lord’s 
Circumcision and Naming -- remind Christians that they have entered 
into a New Covenant with God and “are circumcised with a circumcision 
made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the 
circumcision of Christ” [Colossians 2:11]. The very name “Christian” is a 
sign of mankind’s entrance into a New Covenant with God.

Continued on the next page

https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/103084


￼3

The prophecies of Epiphany repeat the God is with us 
from Isaiah and stress the foretelling of the Messiah 
as well as the coming of His forerunner, John the 
Baptist:

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make His path straight. Every valley 
shall be filled and every mountain and hill brought 
low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough ways shall be made smooth; and all flesh shall 
see the salvation of God (Is 40.3–5; Lk 3.4–6).

Once more special psalms are sung to begin the 
Divine Liturgy of the feast, and the baptismal line of 
Galatians 3.27 replaces the song of the Thrice-Holy. 
The gospel readings of all the Epiphany services tell 
of the Lord’s baptism by John in the Jordan River. 
The epistle reading of the Divine Liturgy tells of the 
consequences of the Lord’s appearing which is the 
divine epiphany.

For the grace of God has appeared for the salvation 
of all men, training us to renounce irreligion and 
worldly passions, and to live sober, upright and godly 
lives in this world, awaiting our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us 
from all iniquity and to purify for himself a people of 
his own who are zealous for good deeds (Titus 2.11–
14).

The main feature of the feast of the Epiphany is the 
Great Blessing of Water. It is prescribed to follow both 
the Divine Liturgy of the eve of the feast and the 
Divine Liturgy of the day itself. Usually it is done just 
once in parish churches at the time when most 
people can be present. It begins with the singing of 
special hymns and the censing of the water which 
has been placed in the center of the church building. 
Surrounded by candles and flowers, this water stands 
for the beautiful world of God’s original creation and 
ultimate glorification by Christ in the Kingdom of God. 
Sometimes this service of blessing is done out of 
doors at a place where the water is flowing naturally.


The voice of the Lord cries over the waters, saying: 
Come all ye, receive the Spirit of wisdom, the Spirit of 
understanding, the Spirit of the fear of God, even 
Christ who is made manifest.

Today the nature of water is sanctified. Jordan is 
divided in two, and turns back the stream of its 
waters, beholding the Master being baptized.

As a man Thou didst come to that river, O Christ our 
King, and dost hasten O Good One, to receive the 
baptism of a servant at the hands of the Forerunner 
[John], because of our sins, O Lover of Man (Hymns 
of the Great Blessing of Waters).

Following are three readings from the Prophecy of 
Isaiah concerning the messianic age:

Let the thirsty wilderness be glad, let the desert 
rejoice, let it blossom as a rose, let it blossom 
abundantly, let everything rejoice . . . (Is 35.1–10).

Go to that water, O you who thirst, and as many as 
have no money, let them eat and drink without price, 
both wine and fat . . . (Is 55.1–13).

With joy draw the water out of the wells of salvation. 
And in that day shall you say: Confess ye unto the 
Lord and call upon his Name; declare his glorious 
deeds . . . his Name is exalted . . . Hymn the Name of 
the Lord . . . Rejoice and exult . . . (Is 12.3.6).

After the epistle (1 Cor 1.10–14) and the gospel 
reading (Mk 1.9–11) the special great litany is chanted 
invoking the grace of the Holy Spirit upon the water 
and upon those who will partake of it. It ends with the 
great prayer of the cosmic glorification of God in 
which Christ is called upon to sanctify the water, and 
all men and all creation, by the manifestation of his 
saving and sanctifying divine presence by the 
indwelling of the Holy and Good and Life-creating 
Spirit.

As the troparion of the feast is sung, the celebrant 
immerses the Cross into the water three times and 
then proceeds to sprinkle the water in the four 
directions of the world. He then blesses the people 

Theophany continued
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and their homes with the sanctified water which 
stands for the salvation of all men and all creation 
which Christ has effected by his “epiphany” in the 
flesh for the life of the world.

Sometimes people think that the blessing of water 
and the practice of drinking it 
and sprinkling it over everyone 
and everything is a 
“paganism” which has falsely 
entered the Christian Church. 
We know, however, that this 
ritual was practiced by the 
People of God in the Old 
Testament, and that in the 
Christian Church it has a very 
special and important 
significance.

It is the faith of Christians that 
since the Son of God has 
taken human flesh and has 
been immersed in the streams 
of the Jordan, all matter is 
sanctified and made pure in 
Him, purged of its death-
dealing qualities inherited from 
the devil and the wickedness 
of men. In the Lord’s epiphany 
all creation becomes good 
again, indeed “very good,” the 
way that God Himself made it 
and proclaimed it to be in the 
beginning when “the Spirit of 
God was moving over the face of the waters” (Gen 
1.2) and when the “Breath of Life” was breathing in 
man and in everything that God made (Gen 1.30; 2.7).


The world and everything in it is indeed “very good” 
(Gen 1.31) and when it becomes polluted, corrupted 
and dead, God saves it once more by effecting the 
“new creation” in Christ, his divine Son and our Lord 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit (Gal 6.15). This is what 

is celebrated on Epiphany, 
particularly in the Great Blessing of 
Water. The consecration of the 
waters on this feast places the 
entire world—through its “prime 
element” of watering the 
perspective of the cosmic creation, 
sanctification, and glorification of 
the Kingdom of God in Christ arid 
the Spirit. It tells us that man and 
the world were indeed created and 
saved in order to be “filled with all 
the fullness of God” (Eph 3.19), the 
“fullness of him who fills all in all” 
(Eph 1.22). It tells us that Christ, in 
Who in “the whole fullness of deity 
dwells bodily,” is and shall be truly 
“all, and in all” (Col 2.9, 3.11). It 
tells us as well that the “new 
heavens and the new earth” which 
God has promised through His 
prophets and apostles (Is 66.2; 2 
Peter 3.13; Rev 21.1) are truly “with 
us” already now in the mystery of 
Christ and His Church.

Thus, the sanctification and 
sprinkling of the Epiphany water is 
no pagan ritual. It is the expression 

of the most central fact of the Christian vision of man, 
his life and his world. It is the liturgical testimony that 
the vocation and destiny of creation is to be “filled 
with all the fullness of God” (Eph 3.19).

Theophany continued

Saint Basil the Great, Archbishop of 
Caesarea in Cappadocia 

Saint Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia, “belongs 
not to the Church of Caesarea alone, nor merely to his own time, nor was 
he of benefit only to his own kinsmen, but rather to all lands and cities 
worldwide, and to all people he brought and still brings benefit, and for 
Christians he always was and will be a most salvific teacher.” Thus spoke 
Saint Basil’s contemporary, Saint Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium 
(November 23).

Saint Basil was born in the year 330 at Caesarea, the administrative 
center of Cappadocia. He was of illustrious lineage, famed for its 
eminence and wealth, and zealous for the Christian Faith. The saint’s 
grandfather and grandmother on his father’s side had to hide in the forests 
of Pontus for seven years during the persecution under Diocletian.

Saint Basil’s mother Saint Emilia was the daughter of a martyr. On the 
Greek calendar, she is commemorated on May 30. Saint Basil’s father…


https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/103375
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/100005
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Saint Basil the Great…

… was also named Basil. He was a lawyer and 
renowned rhetorician, and lived at Caesarea.

Ten children were born to the elder Basil and Emilia: 
five sons and five daughters. Five of them were later 
numbered among the saints: Basil the Great; 
Macrina (July 19) was an exemplar of ascetic life, 
and exerted strong influence on the life and 
character of Saint Basil the Great; Gregory, 
afterwards Bishop of Nyssa (January 10); Peter, 
Bishop of Sebaste (January 9); and Theosebia, a 
deaconess (January 10).

Saint Basil spent the first years of 
his life on an estate belonging to 
his parents at the River Iris, where 
he was raised under the 
supervision of his mother Emilia 
and grandmother Macrina. They 
were women of great refinement, 
who remembered an earlier 
bishop of Cappadocia, Saint 
Gregory the Wonderworker 
(November 17). Basil received his 
initial education under the 
supervision of his father, and then 
he studied under the finest 
teachers in Caesarea of 
Cappadocia, and it was here that 
he made the acquaintance of Saint 
Gregory the Theologian (January 25 and January 30). 
Later, Basil transferred to a school at 
Constantinople, where he listened to eminent orators 
and philosophers. To complete his education Saint 
Basil went to Athens, the center of classical 
enlightenment.

After a four or five year stay at Athens, Basil had 
mastered all the available disciplines. “He studied 
everything thoroughly, more than others are wont to 
study a single subject. He studied each science in its 
very totality, as though he would study nothing else.” 
Philosopher, philologist, orator, jurist, naturalist, 
possessing profound knowledge in astronomy, 
mathematics and medicine, “he was a ship fully 
laden with learning, to the extent permitted by 
human nature.”

At Athens a close friendship developed between 
Basil the Great and Gregory the Theologian 
(Nazianzus), which continued throughout their life. In 
fact, they regarded themselves as one soul in two 
bodies. Later on, in his eulogy for Basil the Great, 
Saint Gregory the Theologian speaks with delight 
about this period: “Various hopes guided us, and 
indeed inevitably, in learning... Two paths opened up 
before us: the one to our sacred temples and the 

teachers therein; the other towards preceptors of 
disciplines beyond.”

About the year 357, Saint Basil returned to 
Caesarea, where for a while he devoted himself to 
rhetoric. But soon, refusing offers from Caesarea’s 
citizens who wanted to entrust him with the 
education of their offspring, Saint Basil entered upon 
the path of ascetic life.

After the death of her husband, Basil’s mother, her 

eldest daughter Macrina, and several 
female servants withdrew to the 
family estate at Iris and there 
began to lead an ascetic life. Basil 
was baptized by Dianios, the 
Bishop of Caesarea, and was 
tonsured a Reader (On the Holy 
Spirit, 29). He first read the Holy 
Scriptures to the people, then 
explained them.

Later on, “wishing to acquire a 
guide to the knowledge of truth”, 
the saint undertook a journey into 
Egypt, Syria and Palestine, to 
meet the great Christian ascetics 
dwelling there. On returning to 
Cappadocia, he decided to do as 

they did. He distributed his wealth 
to the needy, then settled on the opposite side of the 
river not far from his mother Emilia and sister 
Macrina, gathering around him monks living a 
cenobitic life.

By his letters, Basil drew his good friend Gregory the 
Theologian to the monastery. Saints Basil and 
Gregory labored in strict abstinence in their dwelling 
place, which had no roof or fireplace, and the food 
was very humble. They themselves cleared away the 
stones, planted and watered the trees, and carried 
heavy loads. Their hands were constantly calloused 
from the hard work. For clothing Basil had only a 
tunic and monastic mantle. He wore a hairshirt, but 
only at night, so that it would not be obvious.

In their solitude, Saints Basil and Gregory occupied 
themselves in an intense study of Holy Scripture. 
They were guided by the writings of the Fathers and 
commentators of the past, especially the good 
writings of Origen. From all these works they 
compiled an anthology called Philokalia. Also at this 
time, at the request of the monks, Saint Basil wrote 
down a collection of rules for virtuous life. By his 
preaching and by his example Saint Basil assisted in 
the spiritual perfection of Christians in Cappadocia 
and Pontus; and many indeed turned to him. 
Monasteries were organized for men and for women, 
in which places Basil sought to combine the…


https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/102055
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/100140
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/100140
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/100137
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/100137
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/100145
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/100145
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/103315
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/103315
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/103315
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/100298
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/100298
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…cenobitic (koine bios, or common) lifestyle with 
that of the solitary hermit.

During the reign of Constantius (337-361) the 
heretical teachings of Arius were spreading, and the 
Church summoned both its saints into service. Saint 
Basil returned to Caesarea. In the year 362 he was 
ordained deacon by Bishop Meletius of Antioch. In 
364 he was ordained to the holy 
priesthood by Bishop Eusebius of 
Caesarea. “But seeing,” as Gregory 
the Theologian relates, “that everyone 
exceedingly praised and honored Basil 
for his wisdom and reverence, 
Eusebius, through human weakness, 
succumbed to jealousy of him, and 
began to show dislike for him.” The 
monks rose up in defense of Saint 
Basil. To avoid causing Church 
discord, Basil withdrew to his own 
monastery and concerned himself with 
the organization of monasteries.

With the coming to power of the 
emperor Valens (364-378), who was a 
resolute adherent of Arianism, a time 
of troubles began for Orthodoxy, the 
onset of a great struggle. Saint Basil 
hastily returned to Caesarea at the 
request of Bishop Eusebius. In the 
words of Gregory the Theologian, he 
was for Bishop Eusebius “a good 
advisor, a righteous representative, an 
expounder of the Word of God, a staff for the aged, 
a faithful support in internal matters, and an activist 
in external matters.”

From this time church governance passed over to 
Basil, though he was subordinate to the hierarch. He 
preached daily, and often twice, in the morning and 
in the evening. During this time Saint Basil 
composed his Liturgy. He wrote a work “On the Six 
Days of Creation” (Hexaemeron) and another on the 
Prophet Isaiah in sixteen chapters, yet another on 
the Psalms, and also a second compilation of 
monastic rules. Saint Basil wrote also three books 
“Against Eunomius,” an Arian teacher who, with the 
help of Aristotelian concepts, had presented the 
Arian dogma in philosophic form, converting 
Christian teaching into a logical scheme of rational 
concepts.

Saint Gregory the Theologian, speaking about the 
activity of Basil the Great during this period, points 
to “the caring for the destitute and the taking in of 
strangers, the supervision of virgins, written and 
unwritten monastic rules for monks, the 
arrangement of prayers [Liturgy], the felicitous 
arrangement of altars and other things.” Upon the 

death of Eusebius, the Bishop of Caesarea, Saint 
Basil was chosen to succeed him in the year 370. As 
Bishop of Caesarea, Saint Basil the Great was the 
newest of fifty bishops in eleven provinces. Saint 
Athanasius the Great (May 2), with joy and with 
thanks to God welcomed the appointment to 
Cappadocia of such a bishop as Basil, famed for his 

reverence, deep knowledge of Holy 
Scripture, great learning, and his 
efforts for the welfare of Church peace 
and unity.

Under Valens, the external government 
belonged to the Arians, who held 
various opinions regarding the divinity 
of the Son of God, and were divided 
into several factions. These dogmatic 
disputes were concerned with 
questions about the Holy Spirit. In his 
books Against Eunomios, Saint Basil 
the Great taught the divinity of the Holy 
Spirit and His equality with the Father 
and the Son. Subsequently, in order to 
provide a full explanation of Orthodox 
teaching on this question, Saint Basil 
wrote his book “On the Holy Spirit” at 
the request of Saint Amphilochius, the 
Bishop of Iconium.

Saint Basil’s difficulties were made 
worse by various circumstances: 
Cappadocia was divided in two under 
the rearrangement of provincial 

districts. Then at Antioch a schism occurred, 
occasioned by the consecration of a second bishop. 
There was the negative and haughty attitude of 
Western bishops to the attempts to draw them into 
the struggle with the Arians. And there was also the 
departure of Eustathius of Sebaste over to the Arian 
side. Basil had been connected to him by ties of 
close friendship. Amidst the constant perils Saint 
Basil gave encouragement to the Orthodox, 
confirmed them in the Faith, summoning them to 
bravery and endurance. The holy bishop wrote 
numerous letters to the churches, to bishops, to 
clergy and to individuals. Overcoming the heretics 
“by the weapon of his mouth, and by the arrows of 
his letters,” as an untiring champion of Orthodoxy, 
Saint Basil challenged the hostility and intrigues of 
the Arian heretics all his life. He has been compared 
to a bee, stinging the Church’s enemies, yet 
nourishing his flock with the sweet honey of his 
teaching.

The emperor Valens, mercilessly sending into exile 
any bishop who displeased him, and having 
implanted Arianism into other Asia Minor provinces, 
suddenly appeared in Cappadocia for this same 
purpose. He sent the prefect Modestus to Saint 

Saint Basil the Great…

https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/101269
https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/101269
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Basil. He began to threaten the saint with the 
confiscation of his property, banishment, beatings, 
and even death.

Saint Basil said, “If you take away my possessions, 
you will not enrich yourself, nor will you make me a 
pauper. You have no need of my old worn-out 
clothing, nor of my few books, of which the entirety of 
my wealth is comprised. Exile means nothing to me, 
since I am bound to no particular place. This place in 
which I now dwell is not mine, and any place you send 
me shall be mine. Better to say: every place is God’s. 
Where would I be neither a stranger and sojourner 
(Ps. 38/39:13)? Who can torture me? I am so weak, 
that the very first blow would render me insensible. 
Death would be a kindness to me, for it will bring me 
all the sooner to God, for Whom I live and labor, and 
to Whom I hasten.”

The official was stunned by his answer. “No one has 
ever spoken so audaciously to me,” he said.

“Perhaps,” the saint remarked, “that is because 
you’ve never spoken to a bishop 
before. In all else we are meek, 
the most humble of all. But when 
it concerns God, and people rise 
up against Him, then we, counting 
everything else as naught, look to 
Him alone. Then fire, sword, wild 
beasts and iron rods that rend the 
body, serve to fill us with joy, 
rather than fear.”

Reporting to Valens that Saint 
Basil was not to be intimidated, 
Modestus said, “Emperor, we 
stand defeated by a leader of the 
Church.” Basil the Great again 
showed firmness before the emperor and his retinue 
and made such a strong impression on Valens that the 
emperor dared not give in to the Arians demanding 
Basil’s exile. “On the day of Theophany, amidst an 
innumerable multitude of the people, Valens entered 
the church and mixed in with the throng, in order to 
give the appearance of being in unity with the Church. 
When the singing of Psalms began in the church, it 
was like thunder to his hearing. The emperor beheld a 
sea of people, and in the altar and all around was 
splendor; in front of all was Basil, who acknowledged 
neither by gesture nor by glance, that anything else 
was going on in church.” Everything was focused only 
on God and the altar-table, and the clergy serving 
there in awe and reverence.

Saint Basil celebrated the church services almost 
every day. He was particularly concerned about the 
strict fulfilling of the Canons of the Church, and took 
care that only worthy individuals should enter into the 
clergy. He incessantly made the rounds of his own 

church, lest anywhere there be an infraction of Church 
discipline, and setting aright any unseemliness. At 
Caesarea, Saint Basil built two monasteries, a men’s 
and a women’s, with a church in honor of the Forty 
Martyrs (March 9) whose relics were buried there. 
Following the example of monks, the saint’s clergy, 
even deacons and priests, lived in remarkable poverty, 
to toil and lead chaste and virtuous lives. For his 
clergy Saint Basil obtained an exemption from 
taxation. He used all his personal wealth and the 
income from his church for the benefit of the destitute; 
in every center of his diocese he built a poor-house; 
and at Caesarea, a home for wanderers and the 
homeless.

Sickly since youth, the toil of teaching, his life of 
abstinence, and the concerns and sorrows of pastoral 
service took their toll on him. Saint Basil died on 
January 1, 379 at age 49. Shortly before his death, the 
saint blessed Saint Gregory the Theologian to accept 
the See of Constantinople.

Upon the repose of Saint Basil, the Church 

immediately began to celebrate 
his memory. Saint Amphilochius, 
Bishop of Iconium, in his eulogy to 
Saint Basil the Great, said: “It is 
neither without a reason nor by 
chance that holy Basil has taken 
leave from the body and had 
repose from the world unto God 
on the day of the Circumcision of 
Jesus, celebrated between the 
day of the Nativity and the day of 
the Baptism of Christ. Therefore, 
this most blessed one, preaching 
and praising the Nativity and 
Baptism of Christ, extolling 

spiritual circumcision, himself forsaking the flesh, now 
ascends to Christ on the sacred day of remembrance 
of the Circumcision of Christ. Therefore, let it also be 
established on this present day annually to honor the 
memory of Basil the Great festively and with 
solemnity.”

Saint Basil is also called “the revealer of heavenly 
mysteries” (Ouranophantor), a “renowned and bright 
star,” and “the glory and beauty of the Church.” His 
honorable head is in the Great Lavra on Mount Athos.

In some countries it is customary to sing special 
carols today in honor of Saint Basil. He is believed to 
visit the homes of the faithful, and a place is set for 
him at the table. People visit the homes of friends and 
relatives, and the mistress of the house gives a small 
gift to the children. A special bread (Vasilopita) is 
blessed and distributed after the Liturgy. A silver coin 
is baked into the bread, and whoever receives the 
slice with the coin is said to receive the blessing of 
Saint Basil for the coming year.

Saint Basil the Great…
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To All Holy Cross Parishioners: 
We are looking for donations for our annual Malanka fundraiser which will be held on January 13, 2024. We are 
looking for any type of donation for door prizes. In return, you will get recognition for yourself or business at the 
Malanka Celebration as a supporter to our parish. Your contribution would be greatly appreciated. 

Because this is a fundraiser we are looking at new items rather than used for our door prizes such as gift cards or 
certificates, gift baskets, or items that may advertise your business. 

If you have anything to donate or know someone who would love to support our parish, please get in contact with 
Dianne Kluk at (780) 242-1534 or at drdmkluk@gmail.com.

Thank you again for your generosity!

Please Help! 
We are looking for volunteers for our Jan 13th Malanka Fundraiser, to help with the prepping of the food in the 
kitchen.  Sign up sheets with Dates and Times are on the table next to the General Office.  Please call Rose Marie 
Sumka at (780) 475-8825 or Elizabeth Letwin at (780) 476-1839 for more details.

MALANKA  
It’s coming very soon:  Saturday, January 13, 2024 

5 pm Cocktails and 6 pm Supper.  Music after by the Sparkling Tones. 
That’s only a 2 weeks away.


SOLD OUT!
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A guy said to God, "God, is it true 
that to you a billion years is like a 
second?" 

God said yes. 

The guy said, "God, is it true that to 
you a billion dollars is like a penny?" 

God said yes. 

The guy said, "God, can I have a 
penny?" 

God said, "Sure, just a second."
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Parish News: 
• Our Yard Maintenance Group is in great need of two or 

three volunteers to join our group to help with the grass 
cutting and some small projects throughout the year. The 
time commitment is only about one hour per month.  If you 
are able to join or have questions, please see Edd Horyn 
(volunteer coordinator) or contact him at 780 908-2410.


• Holy Spirit Seminarians Christmas Caroling The 
seminarians of Holy Spirit Ukrainian Catholic Seminary want 
to wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  For those who are interested, we will be 
available for Christmas Caroling at your homes in the month 
of January. If you would like the seminarians to come for a 
short visit and spread good cheer through song, you’re 
invited to contact Adam Urkow at 587-437-2326 or Ivas 
Babick at 431-998-3273. (Small donations are appreciated, 
but certainly not required.)


• Holy Cross Parish Pastoral Council is looking to fill 
several Positions in March 2024 (so if you are 
interested let us know), however our Treasurer 
position needs to be filled asap.  Our current 
Treasurer Peter anticipates that he may be unable to 
finish this full term.  Council would like to hear from any 
parish member that would like to be the next treasurer 
for the parish.  Peter is able to provide training for this 
position in order to do knowledge transfer and tap his 
many years of experience.   The Treasurer position is a 
key position in our organization and there are supports 
in place to help the function of the treasurer.  If you 
have any questions about the position, please contact 
Peter Fedorak or Mark Helmak (780) 473-2972  to talk 
further.  


• Holy Cross Ladies’ Club is looking to hire a paid 
casual cook for our parish.  The position requires 
flexibility as functions/events occur on an as needed 
ongoing basis. People who are qualified in catering and 
food handling and safety will be considered. If you love 
working in a fast paced environment and working with 
dynamic team members, please get in touch with either 
Heather Gauthier at (780) 982-4189 or Dianne Kluk at 
(780) 242-1534 for further information. 


• We’re also seeking positive women leaders to join our 
Ladies’ Club’s Executive.  The Ladies’ Club is a very 
active group of hardworking people who have been 
taking care of the parish in many ways (and they still 
do).  They support and make a huge impact on various 
church initiatives including our youth, faith 
development, liturgy, finances and well… everywhere!
Consider grabbing a few of your friends and make an 
impact in this awesome parish, so it can be even more 
awesome.  Your energy is needed.  Call the parish 
office (780-478-5260) or Fr. Bo (780-340-3726) who 
can get you in touch with some of the current team.


• We need a few more volunteers for our Hall Carpet 
and Chair Cleaning Day: Tuesday, January 16th.  If you 
can help move tables and chairs around, we could use 
your assistance.  Contact Marc Chiasson if you can 
help.


• Tickets for Deacon-to-be John’s Ordination are 
available now after Liturgies.


• Food Bank Collection: Let us not forget those who are 
hungry!  We are always called to think about those who are 
less fortunate.  A box for nonperishable food donations is 
always in the entrance of the Church. 


• Our Eparchy is continuing to raise funds for people in 
Ukraine through CNEWA.  If you wish to help you can 
donate through our parish, which will pass the donation to 
the Eparchy.  


• Join us as we pray the Rosary before Divine Liturgy on 
Sundays.  The Schedule is on the Bulletin Board as usual.


• Any 50th Anniversaries?  Let us know so that we can 
congratulate you and give you a plaque.  (and put you in the 
bulletin).  Call Diana Horyn at 780-455-9926 if it’s your 
anniversary or if you know if a parishioner here is having one.


• Our Sunday School is awesome!  All kids up to First Solemn 
Communion are welcome.  You will get the blessing to go 
from Fr. Bo at the start of the Liturgy.  Don’t be shy, join us!


• Boys and Girls who have already done their First Solemn 
Communion are invited to become an Altar Server!  Just say 
hi to Fr. Bo before Liturgy and we will train you on the job.


• We are recording our Liturgies for those who are not able to 
come in person to church.  Please note that the recorded 
Liturgies are not intended to be an option for those who 
simply want to stay at home.


• The Ukrainian Bilingual Parent Advisory Society (UBPAS) 
invites you to join us in celebrating the 50th anniversary of 
the Ukrainian Bilingual Program in Alberta!  For more 
information, please feel free to contact us by email: 
ubpasanniversary@gmail.com or go to the UBPAS facebook 
page for more information.

I’m planning 2 different Long Weekend  

Icon Writing Workshops 
Are you interested in the process of 
painting / writing a traditional Byzantine 
Icon? 

Since this prayerful process requires about 30+ 
hours, I’m planning to do one on February’s 
Family Day Weekend (16-19) and the other on 
March’s Commonwealth day Weekend (8-11).  
The cost of each workshop is $400 per person, 
and includes all materials and simple lunches.  
Space is limited.

If you are interested in either weekend, send me 
an email. - Fr. Bo  

fr.nahachewsky@eeparchy.com

mailto:ubpasanniversary@gmail.com
mailto:fr.nahachewsky@eeparchy.com
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Upcoming (Not Regularly 
Scheduled) Events 

• Friday, Jan 5th - Perishke and Cabbage Roll Bee 
at 9 am 

• Wednesday, Jan 10th - Deacon Cyril visits for 
Liturgy and more


• Thursday, Jan. 11th  - Bingo 
• Saturday, Jan 13th -  First Solemn Communion 

Classes resume 

• Saturday, Jan 13th -  Our Parish’s Malanka 
• Tuesday, Jan 16th - Floor and Chair Cleaning at 8 

am 
• Wednesday, Jan 17th - Scouts and Youth 

Ministry Brain-storming meeting at 6 pm

• Saturday, Jan 19th - 21st  -  Bishop Michael 

Smolinski’s Nomination, Consecration, and 
Installation with Patriarch Sviatoslav in Saskatoon


• Sunday, Jan 21st - Ukrainian Carol Concert at St. 
Josaphat Cathedral, 2:00 pm.  Donations to Bridge 
of Hope orphanages in Ukraine.


• Monday, Jan. 22nd - Bylaws Committee Meeting 
at 10 am


• Tuesday, Jan. 23rd  - Bingo 
• Friday, Jan. 26th - Setup for Ordination

• Saturday, Jan 27th - Ordination of John Lukey to 

the Diaconate, followed by a lunch.

• Saturday, Feb 3rd - Prayers for the deceased of 

2023

• Saturday, Feb 10th - Ukrainian Bilingual Program’s 

50th Anniversary Celebration

• Monday, Feb. 12th  - Bingo

• Tuesday, Feb. 20th  - Bingo 
Fr. Bo is not the most organized person.  If I am missing or have 
something wrong in this list of events… or the calendar… or 
anywhere in this bulletin… please do drop me a line.  And if you did 
send something and I didn’t get it in, please don’t be mad, just 
send it to me again.

Sunday, Dec 31 Sunday After the Nativity:  
St. Joseph, King David and St. 
James

10 am Sunday Liturgy (English)

Monday, Jan 1 St. Basil’s & Circumcision of our 
Lord (also New Year’s Day)

10 am Liturgy of St. Basil

Tuesday, Jan 2 10:30 am Venta Care Centre Liturgy

Wednesday, Jan 3 9 am Regular Wednesday Liturgy

Friday,  
Jan 5

Theophany Eve 7 pm Complines, Divine Liturgy and the Great 
Blessing of Waters

Saturday, Jan 6 Theophany 10 am Divine Liturgy 

Sunday, Jan 7 Sunday after Theophany 10 am Sunday Divine Liturgy (Bilingual)

Our Post-Christmas Season Schedule:

Sub Deacon John’s  
Ordination to the Diaconate 

Saturday, January 27th at 10 am 
Followed by a lunch. 

Tickets for the lunch are 
available today for only $15! 

Get them after Liturgy in the Annex.
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Kid’s Bulletin Page 
Kids: you are important and we love you.  This page is for you.


Fr. Bo would love to see your colouring on the bulletin board near his office…. Or you can take it home.


Theophany the Baptism of Jesus
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Next Couple of Weeks at Holy Cross Parish

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31 
Sunday after the Nativity of 
Christ Commemoration of the Holy and 
Righteous Joseph the Betrothed, David 
the King, and James, Brother of the Lord. 
Octoechos Tone 6; Our Venerable Mother 
Melania the Roman (439) Galatians 
1:11-19; Matthew 2:13-23. 
9:30 am Rosary 

10 am Divine 
Liturgy (Bilingual)
No Sunday School BUT Yes 
Coffee Hour 

2 pm Divine Liturgy at 
St. Michael’s Extended 
Care

Jan. 1, 2024 
Circumcision of our 
Lord, God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Our Father Among 
the Saints Basil the 
Great, Archbishop of 
Caesarea in Cappadocia 
(379). Feast of our Lord. All-
Night Vigil Feast. The Divine 
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 
is celebrated today. A day 
when the faithful are highly 
encouraged to participate in 
the Divine Liturgy. 
Colossians 2:8-12. Hebrews 
7:26-8:2. Luke 2:20-21, 
40-52. Luke 6:17-23. 
10 am Divine 
Liturgy of St. 
Basil the 
Great

2 
Pre-feast of Theophany. Our 
Holy Father Sylvester, Pope 
of Rome (335). Hebrews 
12:25-26. 13:22-25. Mark 
10:2-12. 
10:30 am Divine 
Liturgy at Venta 
Care Centre

3 
Pre-feast of Theophany. 
Holy Prophet Malachi (5th 
c. BC). Holy Martyr Gordius 
(313-24). James 1:1-18. 
Mark 10:11-16. 
9 am Divine 
Liturgy

4 
Pre-feast of Theophany. 
Synaxis of the Seventy Holy 
Apostles. Our Venerable 
Father Theoctistus, 
Hegumen of the Cucomo 
Monastery in Sicily. James 
1:19-27. Mark 10:17-27. 
8:30 am St. Matthew 
School Visit 
Please try to have all 
information for the 
bulletin in by this day 

5:30 pm Fr. Bo has 
an appointment 

Thursdays afternoon 
till Friday morning is 
Fr. Bo’s day of

5 🐟  

Theophany 
Eve. Holy Martyrs 

Theopemptus and Theonas 
(284-305). Venerable 
Syncletica. It is a day of fast 
and abstention from meat 
and foods that contain 
these meat. 1 Corinthians 
10:1-4. Luke 3:1-18. 
9 am 
Perishke and 
Cabbage 
Roll Bee 

7 pm 
Complines, 
Divine Lit. 
and the 
Great 
Blessing of 
Waters

6 

Holy 
Theophany 
of Our Lord, 

God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Feast of our Lord. 
Holy Day of Obligation. Titus 
2:11-15. 3:4-7. Matthew 
3:13-17. 
No First Solemn 
Communion Class 
10 am Divine 
Liturgy

7 
Sunday after Theophany. Octoechos Tone 
7. Synaxis of the Holy and Glorious 
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John. 
Ephesians 4:7-13. Acts 19:1-8. Matthew 
4:12-17. John 1:29-34. 
9:30 am Rosary 

10 am Divine 
Liturgy (English)
Sunday School & Coffee Hour 

2 pm Divine Liturgy at 
St. Michael’s Extended 
Care

8 
Post-feast of Theophany. 
Our Venerable Father 
George the Chosebite 
(610-41). Our Venerable 
Mother Dominica (474-91). 
Emilian the Confessor. 33 
WAP James 2:14-26. Mark 
10:46-52. 
10 am Bible 
Study 

7:30 pm 
Knights of 
Columbus 
Meeting

9 
Post-feast of Theophany. 
Martyr Polyeuctus (249-51). 
James 3:1-10. Mark 
11:11-23. 
1 pm Ann F. School 
Visit

10 
Our Venerable and God-
bearing Father Anthony the 
Great (356). Polyeleos Feast. 
Hebrews 13: 17-21. Luke 6: 
17-23. 

9 am Divine 
Liturgy with 
guest 
Deacon 
Cyril… because 
we need more 
deacons around 
here. 

11 
Post-feast of Theophany. 
Our Venerable Father 
Theodosius, Founder of the 
Cenoebitic Monastic Life 
(529). Polyeleos Feast. 2 
Corinthians 4:6-15. 
Matthew 11:27-30. 

8:30 am St. Matthew 
School Visit 
Parish Bingo 
Fundraiser 
Please try to have all 
information for the 
bulletin in by this day 

5:30 pm Fr. Bo has 
an appointment 

Thursdays afternoon 
till Friday morning is 
Fr. Bo’s day of

12 
Post-feast of Theophany. 
Martyr Tatiana. Abstention 
from meat and foods that 
contain meat. 1 Peter 1:1-2, 
10-12. 2:6-10. Mark 
12:1-12. 
Preparations 
for Malanka

13 
Saturday after Theophany. 
Holy Martyrs Hermylus and 
Stratonicus (313-24). 
Ephesians 6:10-17. 
Matthew 4:1-11. 

2 pm First 
Solemn 
Communion 
Class 
Holy Cross’ 

MALANKA

14 
Sunday of Zacchaeus. Octoechos Tone 8. 
Leave-taking of the Feast of the Holy 
Theophany. Our Venerable Fathers 
Massacred in Sinai and Rhaithu (c. 370). 
Repose of the Holy Equal-to-the Apostles 
Nina, Enlightener of Georgia. Zacchaeus 1 
Timothy 4:9-15. Luke 19:1-10. 
9:30 am Rosary 

10 am Divine 
Liturgy (Bilingual)
Sunday School & Coffee Hour 

2 pm Divine Liturgy at 
St. Michael’s Extended 
Care

15 
Our Venerable Fathers Paul 
of Thebes (312-37) and John 
the Hut-Dweller (465-74). 
33 WAP 1 Peter 2:21-3:9. 
Mark 12:13-17. 
First Day of 
the Pre-
Lenten 
Season 

10 am Bible 
Study 

16 
The Veneration of the 
Precious Chains of the Holy 
and Illustrious Apostle 
Peter. 1 Peter 3:10-22. Mark 
12:18-27. 

8 am Chair 
and Carpet 
Cleaning at 
Church 
1 pm Ann F. School 
Visit

17 
Our Venerable and God-
bearing Father Anthony the 
Great (356). Polyeleos Feast. 
Hebrews 13: 17-21. Luke 6: 
17-23. 

9 am Divine 
Liturgy 
7 pm Scouts 
and Youth 
Ministry 
Brain-
storming 
Discussion

18 
Our Holy Fathers and 
Archbishops of Alexandria 
Athanasius (373) and Cyril 
(444). 1 Peter 4:12-5:5. 
Mark 12:38-44. 
8:30 am St. Matthew 
School Visit 
Please try to have all 
information for the 
bulletin in by this day 

5:30 pm Fr. Bo has 
an appointment 

Thursdays afternoon 
till Friday morning is 
Fr. Bo’s day of

19 🐟  
Our Venerable Father 
Macarius of Egypt (c. 390). 
Abstention from meat and 
foods that contain meat. 2 
Peter 1:1-10. Mark 13:1-8. 
Bishop-to-be 
Michael of 
Saskatoon’s 
Nomination

20 
Our Venerable and God-
bearing Father Euthemius 
the Great (473) Polyeleos 
Feast. Hebrews 13:17-21. 
Luke 6:17-23. 

Bishop Michael of 
Saskatoon’s 
Consecration 

2 pm First 
Solemn 
Communion 
Class

21 
Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee. 
Octoechos Tone 1. Our Venerable Father 
Maximus the Confessor (662). Holy 
Martyr Neophytus (284-305). Holy 
Martyrs Eugene, Candidus, Valerian, and 
Aquilas. 2 Timothy 3:10-15. Luke 
18:10-14. 

22 
The Holy Apostle Timothy. 
Holy Venerable-Martyr 
Anastasius the Persian 
(628). 2 Peter 1:20-2:9. 
Mark 13:9-13. 

23 
Blessed Vincent Levoniuk 
and His Twelve Companions 
Martyred at Pratulyn 
(1874). The Holy Priest-
Martyr Clement, Bishop of 
Ancyra. Holy Martyr 
Agathangel (both 286-305). 

24 
Our Venerable Mother 
Xenia the Roman. 2 Peter 
3:1-18. Mark 13:24-31. 
9 am Divine 
Liturgy

25 
Our Holy Father Gregory the 
Theologian, Archbishop of 
Constantinople (390). 
Polyeleos Feast. 1 
Corinthians 12:7-11. John 
10:9-16. 

26 
Our Venerable Father 
Xenophon and his wife 
Maria. 1 John 2:7-17. Mark 
14:3-9. 
10 am 
Ordination 

27 
The Transfer of the Precious 
Relics (438) of Our Father 
among the Saints John 
Chrysostom. Polyeleos 
Feast. Hebrews 7:26-8:2. 
John 10:9-16. 
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After “Blessed is the Kingdom” Sunday School 
children are blessed to go to the Sunday School room 
with their teachers.


Antiphon 1 

I will confess You, Lord, with all my heart,* I will declare 
all Your wondrous deeds.


Through the prayers of the Mother of God,* O 
Saviour, save us.


In the council of the just and the congregation,* great 
are the works of the Lord, conforming to His will in 
every way.


Through the prayers of the Mother of God,* O 
Saviour, save us.


His work is filled with praise and majesty,* and His 
righteousness endures forever.


Through the prayers of the Mother of God,* O 
Saviour, save us.


Glory…  Now… Only-Begotten Son…


Antiphon 3 

Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord, let us acclaim 
God, our Saviour.


Son of God, born of a Virgin, save us who sing 
to You: Alleluia. 

Let us come before His face with praise, and acclaim 
Him in psalms.


Son of God, born of a Virgin, save us who sing 
to You: Alleluia. 

For God is the great Lord, and the great king over all 
the earth.


Son of God, born of a Virgin, save us who sing 
to You: Alleluia.


Entrance 

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.

Son of God, born of a Virgin, save us who sing 
to You: Alleluia.


Troparion, Tone 6: Angelic powers were upon Your 
tomb* and the guards became like dead men;* Mary 
stood before Your tomb* seeking Your most pure 
body.* You captured Hades without being overcome 
by it.* You met the Virgin and granted life.* O Lord, 
risen from the dead,* glory be to You!


Troparion, Tone 4: Your Nativity, O Christ our God,* 
made the light of knowledge dawn on the world:* 
through it, those who worshipped the stars were 
taught by a star* to worship You, the Sun of 
Righteousness,* and to know that You, the Dawn from 
on the high.* Glory to You, O Lord.


Troparion, Tone 2: O Joseph, announce to David, 
the ancestor of God, the news of the miracle:* You saw 
a virgin giving birth.* With the shepherds, you gave 
praise and with the Magi you worshipped;* they too 
were warned by an angel.* Pray to Christ our God to 
save our souls.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit.


Kontakion, Tone 3: Today the divine David is filled 
with gladness;* Joseph along with James offers 
praises* for having received a crown through their 
kinship with Christ they rejoice* and sing of the One 
who inexpressibly was born on earth,* crying out, “O 
Gracious One, save those who worship You.”

Now and for ever and ever. Amen.


Kontakion, Tone 3: The Virgin today gives birth to 
Him who is above all being;* the earth offers the cave 
to Him whom no one can approach;* Angel with 
shepherds give Him glory,* while Magi make their way 
with a star,* for to us is born a little Child – the pre-
eternal God.


Prokeimenon, Tone 4 

God is wonderful in His saints,* the God of Israel.


verse: In the churches bless God, the Lord from the 
fountains of Israel. (Psalm 67:36,27)


Epistle: Galatians 1:11-19 (NRSV) 

Brothers and Sisters, for I want you to know, brothers 
and sisters, that the gospel that was proclaimed by me 
is not of human origin; for I did not receive it from a 
human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it 
through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. 
I was violently persecuting the church of God and was 
trying to destroy it. I advanced in Judaism beyond 
many among my people of the same age, for I was far 
more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. But 
when God, who had set me apart before I was born 
and called me through his grace, was pleased to 
reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him 
among the Gentiles, I did not confer with any human 

Changeable Parts for December 31 
Sunday after the Nativity of Christ Commemoration of the Holy and Righteous Joseph the Betrothed, 

David the King, and James, Brother of the Lord. Octoechos Tone 6; Our Venerable Mother Melania the 
Roman (439) Galatians 1:11-19; Matthew 2:13-23.
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being, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
already apostles before me, but I went away at once 
into Arabia, and afterwards I returned to Damascus.

Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit 
Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days; but I did not 
see any other apostle except James the Lord’s 
brother.


Alleluia, Tone 4 

Lord, remember David and all his meekness.

How he swore an oath to the Lord, and vowed to the 
God of Jacob.


Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23 (NRSV) 

When the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got 
up, took the child and his mother by night, and went 
to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my 
son.”

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise 
men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the 
children in and around Bethlehem who were two years 
old or under, according to the time that he had 
learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what 
had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: “A 
voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud 
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 
refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s 
life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and 
his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when 
he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in 
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 
And after being warned in a dream, he went away to 
the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a 
town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 
through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be 
called a Nazorean.”


Hymn to the Mother of God and the Irmos: 

O my soul, magnify Christ the King born in a manger.

A strange and glorious mystery do I behold:* the cave 
is heaven;* the Virgin, the throne of the cherubim;* the 
manger, a dwelling place* in which is laid Christ, the 
God Whom nothing can contain.* Singing His praises, 
we magnify Him.


Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the 
highest.

Rejoice in the Lord, O you just;* praise befits the 
righteous.

Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia.


Instead of “Blessed is He who comes…” and 
“We have seen the true light…” we sing: 

All creation is filled with rejoicing today, for Christ is 
born of a Virgin. 


Instead of “May our mouths…” and “Blessed 
be the Name…” we sing: 

All creation is filled with rejoicing today, for Christ is 
born of a Virgin. (3)

Changeable Parts for December 31 continued 
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